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which due to generations of serfdom and hereditary
feudalism had reduced people to a mental coma; and
also to change the human nature with which it dealt.

Eolsheviks ascribed the physical and mental charac-
teristics of the people mostly to the influence of environ'
ment in which for so many generations, they had lived.
They duly recognised the influence of heredity. But
they held that even the characteristics inherited
genetically from the parents and through them from all
previous generations, are themselves, if not completely
at least very largely, the result of the successive environ-
ments to which their endless series of ancestors had
been subjected. Even if further scientific investigation
should prove indubitably that most acquired characteris-
tics are not transmitted by genetic inheritance, and if
it should reveal in man something which is certainly not
the accumulated result of past environment, however
remote, this would not lessen the importance of pro-
viding new environmental conditions which would be
potent in effecting further improvement in each genera-
tion. Clearly, there is a social heritage as well as a
physical one. Every child is certainly to no small degree
moulded by the material and mental conditions of the
parental home ; and, through these, by the structure and
working of the society within which infancy and child-
hood, adolescence and manhood are passed. Not with-
out reason, therefore, did the Bolsheviks hold that
among all the environmental conditions which go to
the shaping of man, those created by social institutions,
are alike the most potent and the most easily trans-
formed.

It was with this object that the Soviet Government
undertook to change the environmental and objective
conditions and create such external conditions which